
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.
THE NEW ENGLAND FESTIVAL.

The New England Society of New York cele¬
brated the anniversary ot' the Lauding of the Pil¬
grim Fathers, on Monday evening last, by a magni¬
ficent dinner at the Astor House. The great dining
hall of that establishment was crowded lo over¬

flowing, the number of persons present being larger
than on any similar occasion.

Hon. Moses H. Grinnell, President of the
Society, presided; Hon. Daniel Webster sitting
upon his right, and Sir Henry Lytton Bulwer
upon his left. After the cloth had been removed,
Mr. Grinnell introduced the regular toasts of the
evening, prefacing them with a few pertinent re¬
marks upon the prosperity which had attended the
New England Society, as well as the section of the
country which it represents. The first toast was.

1. The Day : An era in the history of human progresa
ever to be honored and commemorated by all the Sons of
New England.

This toast was received with three cheers, as

were also the two which followed:
2. The Truident of the United States.
3. The Gurernor nf the State uf >ew Fi/rA.

The fourth toast was then read as follows :

Tht Clergy of New England: Their standard of faith 'he
Word of God ; their rule of practice the illustration of its
principles.

Re». Mr. Billows reapjnJed to this toast. He said the
band of our Pilgrim hearts gave a better response to that toast

even than the band of music to which they had just listened.
Tbe toast meant not so much the Clergy as the Religion of
New England, and there was no one present who did not

meekly bow his head at the memory of our religious founda¬
tion. It was a glorious peculiarity ot our beginning that
both clergy and laity were confounded in the religious tide
which made every man a priest. This old colony of New
England bad for some time no minister, nor did tbey need
one, for eveiy man could interpret »and apply the Word of
God for himself. Those men came hi: her, not so much for
toleration of conscience as for as religion's own self.for purity
of religion, far more than for freedom of religion. It wsa

that which had made all our lib*, tie? safe, and its perpetua¬
tion alone could give us security for them. It was only afier
affairs had settled down that the clergy became important, and
then they took a great share in tbe formation of the political
institutions ot the country, and they had continued to exercise
a commanding influence over the political affairs of the coun¬

try ever since. Their exhortations were not always follow¬
ed, for when, just on the eve of an election, Cotton preached
against rotation in office, the people listened with profound
attention, but elected a new Governor immediately afterwards.
The Clergy were not allowed to intrude into affairs which
did not concern them, but they still exercised great sway over

political affairs, and even now there is a regular election ser¬

mon preached at Boston eviry year, and the clergy in New
England loek upon Thanksgiving Day as made for nothing
else ihan to unburden their hearts upon affairs of State. This
is quite proper, and they ought always to be allowed to set
forth what tbey believe to be right and true according to the
word of God. We have different functions to perform, and
let all men perform those which belong to them. The clergy
are tbe lungs of the country, whose business it is to bring
the breath of the country into contact with the truth and the
wisdom of the word of God. Mr. B. held in his hand the
copy of the Bible brought in the Mayjlutver, and he thought
no less of it tiecause it bad been safely kept for many years in
the State of Georgia. He rejoiced that New England prin-
ciples had gone thither, and he believed they would there, as

every where else, work out their proper fruits. He would
not imitate the example of our New England ancestors so far
as to make a discourse of miny heads ; he thought that dis¬
course best which, according to a recent definition, was most
like a kiss, in that it consisted of two heads and an appli¬
cation.

Mr. Bellows sat down amidst great applause.
The next toast was then given :

5. 'Die Common ScJiool The tree of knowledge origin¬
ally planted in New England.i's seeds are wafud over the
continent.

J. Prescott Hall, Esq. responded to this toast. Tbe
sentiment, he said, must carry every New England man

back to the days of his childhood.to those school-boy days
associated with the light heart and happy days when he was

sheltered by the roof-tree of his parents. Much there might
be that was sad in the rccollq|}jon jk^t when he recalled
how much he owes to those exceMHBnstitutions in which
be was nurtured, his heart must b^moved by gratitude to
those whose first labor it was to establish a system of public
instruction which should embrace every member of tbe Com¬
monwealth. This system our fathers could not have derived
from, home, because they were far in advance of England
upon that subject.
From the very first they held that every man o.ved it to

the State to contribute of his means to tbe education of every
child in the Commonwealth, and the sternest enactments
werp made enforcing the duty of educating the children
in all tbe dements of English knowledge. And this de¬
gree of education was gradually extended, first to grammar
schools, then to colleges, and then to the universi.ies. The
effect of these provisions was early visible in tbe character
and institutions of the New England people. And in it
were found the vigor and the virtue which gave all their his¬
tory so much merit and attraction in the eyes of tbe world.
Mr H. traced the development of its effect upon Ellsworth,
Adams, and other eminent New England men, and referred
to him who has illustrated every department of American
greatness. See him, said he, as he carries the achoolboy's
satchel over the granite hills of his native New Hampshire.
See him drawing drafts from those fountains of knowledge,
the school-houses of his early home, and see him rising step
by step, from one point of greatness to another, until he
reaches the utmost summit; and now, when we consider
these great results which have sprung from auch humble
cause*, may we not raise one voice in praise of this first,
this grea'est, and best of gifts, the schools of New England ?
That germ has been transplanted from New England lo New
York. We have recently defended s.nd sustained it here.
Let it lake root and flourish) and bring forth abundant fruit.

Mr. Grinnell then asked attention to a toast
which was not on the catalogue, but which he
thought every one would vote ought to be placed
there forthwith. He gave.
"The Constitution1 and- the Union, and their

Chief Defender."
This sentiment was received with great applause,

and when Mr. Webster rose to respond to it he
was greeted with the most prolonged and tumultu¬
ous cheers. When the applause had subsided, he
spoke as follows:

Mr. President and gentlemen of the New York New Eng¬
land Society : Ye sons of New England ! Ye brethren of
the kindred lie! I have come hither to-night, not without
aorne inconvenience, that I might behold such a congregation,
whrote faces bear lineaments of a New England origin, and
whose hearts heat with full New England pulses. [Cheers.]
I willingly make the sacrifice. Not a young man.with
blood in my veins not very young, bu', thank God, yet pret'y
fully and freely flowing.I came here to meet this present
great off,hoot of the Pilgrim Society in Massachusetts.the
Pilgrim Society of New York. And, gentlemen, I shall be
gin what I have to say, which is but little, by tendering to
you my thanks for ihe invitation extended to me, and by wish¬
ing you ail all torts of hoppiness and prosperity.

Gentlemen, this has been a stormy, a cold, a boisterous,
and an inclement day. The winds have been harsh, the skies
have been severe ; and if we had no houses over our heads, if
we had no aecurity »giii>«t the iftclcmenry of the skies ; if we
were wan and worn out; if half of us were sick, and tired,
and ready to de<rend into tbe grave ; if we were on the bleak
coast of Plymouth, houseless, homeless, with nothing over
our beads but the heavens and the God who ails above the
heavens $ if we had distressed wivea on our arms, and hungry
and shivering (h ldren clinging to our skirts, we should see

something, end leel something, of that scene which, in the
providence of God, was enacted at Plymouth on the 22d of
December, 1620.
Thanks be to Almighty God, who, from that distressed early

condition, has raised ua to a height of prosperity and of hap¬
piness which our ancestors neither enj<7ed nor could hsve
anticipated ! Would to Gi>d, my friends, would to God that
when we carry our affections and reflections back to that
period, we would arm ourselves with the stern virtues which
supported them in that state of peril snd exposure ! Would
to God we po-eessed.and I hope we may possess in some

degree.the resolution which they possessed, stronger thsn
hers of brass or iron, that patience " sovereign o'er transmuted
ilia," and, above all, that faith, that religioua faith, which,
with eye fast fiied upon heaven, tramples all things earthly
beneath its triumphant feet! [Cheers j

Gentlemen, ti e scenes of this world change. What onr
ancestors saw and felt we ahall not feel. The severer duties
of life, and calls for 'he exercise of tiie severer virtues of life,
were theirs. They were called upon for perseverance, for
abstinence, and for labor. Tbey were exiled upon f>r tbe
exereise of tb«se austerer virtues, the exercise of which be¬
fore they came here made them, as tbey were, austere men.

Things have changed. In the progress of society, the fashions
of life, tbe habita of life, the conditions of hnman life, have

all changed. Their sterner Virtue* we are not called on in
every respect to emulate or commend.or rather to emulate.
for we should commend them always when.'we consider the
atate of society in which they were exercued. They had that
religion* sentiment, that trust in Providence, that determina¬
tion to do right, and to iteek, through every degree of toil and
suffering, the honor of Uod and the preservation of their lib¬
erties, which we shall do well to cherish. In the progress of
society it may be, and it is, true that the milder virtues be¬

long more especially to ua. They had been great sufferers
from intolerance ; it was not unnatural that their faith and
practice, as a consequence of that state, should be regsrdwl
as somewhat intolerant. It is to be hoped that the greater
spread of the benignant principles of religion, of the charity
of chriatianity, ba* to some extent improved the sentiments
which prevailed 'hen. No doubt they were attached to par¬
ticular forms of public worship and tenets. No doubt they
esteemed their religious tenets and the observances which they
practised to be all binding on the authority of the word of
God. It is true, I think, that in the progress of society, in
the general advancement of hux&o seotimcnt, we find, what
they do not seem to have found, that a greater toleration of

religious opinion, a more friendly feeling towards all who
profess reverence for God, is not inconsistent with the great
principles of religion and of liberty which they professed.
So we see in our day, I think without any departure from

the established principles of our fathers, a more ei.largtd and
comprehensive Chrirtian philanthropy. It seeins to be the
American destiny.the mission wh'ch God has entrusted to

us here on this Atlantic shore, to show that all sects and de¬
nominations, professing reverence for the authority of God,
may be safely tolerated without prejudice either to our reli¬
gion or to our libertiea. [Cheers ] We are Protectant*,
generally speaking. But you all know that there presides
at the head of the Supreme Judicature of the United States
a Roman Catholic ; and no man, I suppose, through the
whole United 8tatcs, supposes that the judicature of the coun
try is less safe, that the administration of public justice is
less rospeciable or less secure, because the Chief Justice of
the United States has been, ard is, an ardent adherent of the
Catholic religion. And so is it in every department of so¬

ciety with us. In both Houses of Congress, in all depart-
ments of education, we g > on the idea that a man's religion
is a matter above human law ; that it is a question to be set¬
tled between him and his Maktr, because he is responsible to
none but his Maker for it.
And here is the great distinction which is sometimes over¬

looked.which I am afraid is now too often overlooked.
Men, for their religious sentiment, are accountable to God.
Religion is a communication between man and bis Maker.
But when men come together in society.establish social re¬

lations, form government for the protection of the rights of
all, it is indispensable that this right of private judgment
should in some measure be relinquished and made subservient
to the judgment of the whole. Religion may exist while
every man may be left responsible only to God. Society,
civil rule, the civil state, cannot exist while every man is
responsible to nobody but to his own opinion.
And our New England ancestors understood that quite

well. Gentlemen, there is the Constitution which was adopt¬
ed on board the Mayflower, in November, 1620. What is
it? Those men honored God ; professed to obey all his com¬
mandments, to live in his obedience. But they say, never¬

theless, that, for the establishment of a civil polity, for the
greater security and preservation of their civil rights and liber¬
ties, they agree that the laws and ordinances.and, thank
God, they put in the word "constitutions".invokicg the
name of the Deity on their resolution, they say that those
laws, and ordinances, and constitutions, established by those
whom we shall appoint to enact them, we will, in all due sub¬
mission and obedience, support. It is not long; but it in¬
vokes a religiout sanction on their civil obligations. It was
no doctrine of theirs that civil obedience was a matter of ex¬

pediency :
" In the name of God, Amen: We, whose names are un¬

derwritten, the loyal aubjects of our dread Sovereign Lord,
King James, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, France,
and Ireland, King, and Defender of the Faith, fee., having
undertaken, for the glory of God and advancement of the
Christian laith, and honor of our king and country, a voyage
to plant the first colony in the heathen parts of Virginia, ao

by these presents solemnly and mutually, in the presence of
God and of one another, covenant and combine ourselves to¬
gether iuto a civil body politic, for our better ordering and
preservation, and furtherance of the ends aforesaid, and by vir¬
tue hereof to enact, constitute, and frame such just and equal
laws, ordinances, acts, constitutions, and offices, from time to
time, ai shall be thought roost meet and convenient for the ge¬
neral good of the colony ; unto which we promise all due sub¬
mission and obedience."
The right of private judgment in matters between the Crea¬

tor and himself, and submission and obedience to the wi 1 of
the whole upon whatsoever respected civil polity and thp ad¬
ministration of such allairs as concerned the colony about to
be established.these are the doctrines embodied in that conJ
stitution. Gentlemen, the topic might be enlarged. But I
pass from it.

Gentlemen, we are now two hundred and thirty years from
that great event. There is the Mayflower, (pointing to a
small figure of a ship, in the form of confectionary, that stood
before him.) There is a little resemblance, but a correct
one, of the Mayflower. Sons of New Engladd ! there was
in ancient limes a ship that carried Jason to the acquisition
of the Golden Fieece. There was a flag-ship at the battle of
Actium which made Augustus Cedar master of the world.
In modern times there have been flog-ships which have carried
Hawkins, and Howe, and Nelson on the other continent, and
which have carried Hull, and Decatur, and Stewart on this,
to triumph. What are they all.what are they all, in the
chance of remembrance among men, to that little btirque.the
Mayflower.which reached these shores ' Yes, brethren of
New England, yes! that Mayflower was a flower of perpe¬
tual bloom ? [Cheers ] Its verdure stands the melting blasts
of tummer, the chilling winds of autumn. It will defy win¬
ter.it will defy all climat? and all time, and will continue
to spread iu petals to the world and exhale an ever-living
odor and fragrance to the "latest syllable of recorded time."
[Cheers.]

Gentlemen, brethren, ye of New England whom I have
come some hundred miles to tee here to-night, let me present
to you one of the most distinguished of ihoao personages who
came here on the deck of the Mayflower. Let me fancy that
I see Elder William Brewster now entering that door at the
further end of this hall. A tall and erect figure, of plain
dress, of no elegance of manner beyond a respectful bow, of
no merriment that hardly reached the expression of a smile.
suppose he stood there now.suppose his image was there
and he was looking upon this assembly.
"Are ye our children } Is this scene of refinement, of

clegance of riches, I may say this scene of luxury, does this
do* from our labors ?"

" Qua regio in terris nostri non plena laboria ?"
" It was not for this that my father and my brethren, and

myself endured a life of toil and of hardship. We had faith
and hope. God granted us the spirit to look forward, and
wc did look forward. But this scene we never anticipated.Our bones lie on the hill in Plymouth churchyard, obscure,unmarked, secreted to preserve them from the desecration of
savages. No stone tells where we lie. And yet, let me s«y
to you who are our descendants, who enjoy this glorious
country and all it contains, who enjoy this hour of prosperity,and the thousand blessings showered upon it: We envy you
not the possession of this great prosperity. Be rich, be pros¬
perous, be enlightened. Spread over the continent, accom¬
plish the whole of your great destiny ; and if so be, that
through the whole you cirry Puritan hearts with you; if youstill cherish an undying love of civil and religious liberty, and
mean to enjoy them yourselves, and are williug to shed yourheart's blood to transmit them to your posterity, then are you
worthy descendants of Brewster, and Carver, and Allerton,
and the rest who set'.led on the reek of Plymouth !" [Loudand prolonged cheers.]

Gentlemen, that little vessel, on the 22d of December,
1620, made her safe landing on the shore of Plymouth. She
bad been tossed on a tempestuous ocean ; she approached the
New England coast under circumstances of great distress and
trouble ; yet amidst all the disasters of her voyage she ac¬
complished her end and safely landed her crew. Gentlemen,
let her be considered this night as an emblem of New Eng¬
land. New England is a ship, stanch, strong, well-built,
well-macned. She may be occasionally thrown into the
trough of the sea, and may wallow for a time. But, depend
upon it, she will come out right. She will put her head to
the wind. And the will obey her helm! [Cheers and
applause.]
We have hardly begun to realize the vast importance, on

human scic;ety and the history of the world, of the voyage of
that little vessel which brought the love of civil and religious
liberty to us, and which brought the Bible, tta word of God,
to us. We have hardly begun to realize the consequences
of that voyage. Heretofore the extension of our race, follow¬
ing our New Eng'and ancestry, has crcpt along the shore,

"para thina poluphloisboio thalastes."
But now the race has extended. It has crossed the moun¬

tains. It has transcended, not the Alleghtnies only, but has
capped the Rocky Mountains. It is now npon the shores of
the Pacific ; and on this day.or, if not on this day, then this
day twelvemonth.descendants of New England will celebrate
there
A Voice. "To-day ; they celebrate to-day."
Mr. Wkbstkr. God bless them for that! Hera's to the

health and success of the California Society of Pilgrims as¬
sembled on the shores of the Pacific. [Prolonged npplsuse. ]And it shall yet go hard, if the three hundred millions of peo¬
ple of China.if tbey are intelligent enough to understand anything.shall not one day hear and know something of this
xentiment too ! [Laughter and cheers ]But, ger.tlemen, I am trespassing too long on your time.
[Cries of No, no ! Go on !] I am taking so much time that
is due to others. My voice is neither a new voice, nor is it
the voice of a young man. It has been heard before in this
place, and the most that I have thought or felt concerningNew England history and New England principle* has been
before, in the course of my life, said here and elsewhere.

Your sentiment, Mr. President, which called me tip before
this meeting, is of a larger and more comprehensive nature.

Il speaks of the Constitution under which we live.of the
Union which for eixty yesra hu been over us, and msde u*

associate', fellow-citizens of tb^ee who settled at the mooth of
the Mississippi and their descendants, and now at lu* of
those who hare come from all corners of the earth and settled
in California. I confer I hare had my doubts whether the
republican system under which we live could be ao vastly ex¬
tended without danger of dissolution. Thus far, I willingly
admit, my apprehensions have not been realised. The dis¬
tance is vast; the intervening eountry is vast. But tbeprra^
ciple on which our Government is established, the repreteota-
live system, seems to be indefinitely expansive, and wherever
it doea extend it teems to create a strong attachment to the
Union and the Constitution that extend over it. I believe
California and New Mexico have had new life inspired
into every body there. They conaider themselves subjects of
a new being, a new creation, a new existence. They sre not
the men they thought themselves to be, now that they find
they are members of thu great Government, and hailed as citi¬
zens of the United States of America. I hope, in the provi¬
dence of God, as this system of States and representative go
vurnmenU shall extend, that it will be strengthened. In
some respects the tendency is to strengthen it. Social agita¬
tions will disturb it less. If there has been on the Atlantic
coast, tomewhere south of the Potomac.and I will not define
further where it is.if there has been dissatikfaction, that dis¬
satisfaction has not been felt in California; it baa not been fell
that side the Rocky Mountains. It is ¦ localism, and I am
one ol those who believe that our system of government is
not to be destroyed by localisms, North or South ! [Cheers.]
No; we have our private opinions, 8tate prejudices, local
ideas; but over all, submerging all, drowning all, is that
great sentiment, that always, and nevertheless, we are Ame¬
ricans. It is as Americans that we are known the whole
world over. Who asks what 8ute you are from in Europe,
or in Africa, or in Asia ? Is be an American.is he of us!
Doea he belong to the flag of the countTy ? Does that flag
protect him ? Does he rest under the eagle and the stars and
stripes > If he doea, if he is, all else ia subordinate and worthy
of but little concern. [Cheers.]
Now it is our duty, while we live on the earth, to cherish

this sentiment, to make it prevail over the whole country,
even if it should spread over the whole continent. It is our
duty to carry English principles.I mean, sir, (*aid Mr.
Wxbstbm turning to Sir Hksht Bclwee,) Anglo-8axon
American principles, over the whole continent.tbe great
principles of Magna Cbarta, of the English revolution and of
the English language. Our children will hear Sfcakspeare
and Milton recited on tbe shores of the Pacific. Nsy, before
that, American ideas, which are essentially English ideas,
will penetrate the Mexican.the Spanish mind, and they will
lhank God that they have been brought to know something
af civil liberty, of the trial by jury, and of security for personal
rights.
As for the rest, let us take courage. The day-spring from

jn high has visited us. There is no longer imminent danger
if dissolution in these United States. [Loud and repeatediheers.] We shall live, and not die. We aball live as unit¬
ed Americana 5 and those who have supposed that they could
jever us, could rend one American heart from another, and
that speculation and hypothesis, that secession and metaphy¬
sics could tear us asunder, will find themselves dreadfully
mistaken. [Cheers.]
Let the mind of the sober American people remain aober.

Let it not inflame itself. Let it do Justice to all. And the
Iruest course, and the surest course, to satisfy those who med¬
itate disunion, is juat to leave them to themselves, and see what
they can make of it. No, gentlemen ; the time is past. Ame¬
ricans North and 8outh will be hereafter more and more uni¬
ted. There is a sternness and severity in the public mind
lately aroused. I believe that, North and South, there baa
been, in the last year, a renovation of public sentiment, of
the spirit of Union, and, more than all, of attachment to the
Constitution, and in regarding it as indispensably necessary,
and if we would preserve our nationality, that thia spirit of
devotion should be largely increased. And who doubts it ?
If we give up that Conatitulion, what are we } You are a
Manhattan man.I am a Boaton man. Another is a Con¬
necticut and another a Rhode Island man. Is it not a grei >

deal better, standing hand to hand and clasping hands, that
we should stand as we have for sixty years.citizens of the
same country, members ol the same Government, united all.
united now and united forever ? That we shall be, gentle-
men. There have been difficulties, contentions, controver¬
sies.angry controversies. But I tell you that, in my judg¬
ment,

" those opposed eyes,
Which, like the meteors of a troubled heaven,
All of one nature and of one substance bred,
Did lately meet in th' intestine shock,
Shall now, in mutual well-beseeming ranks,
MABCH ALL OKX WAT."

Mr. Webstib, on closing, was greeted with tha most
hearty, prolonged, and tumultuous applause.
The President, as soon as the applause subsided,

announced the following toast:
Old England and Young America : Bound together by a

common language and a common lineage, may they be still
more firmly united by the ties of interest and mutual good will.

Sir Henry Bulwer rose amidst loud eheering
to respond to this sentiment, and addressed the
company as follows:

Gentlemen, I should feel wholly unequal to addressing this
meeting, which is yet under the magic influence of tbe voice
that lately thrilled through it, if I did not know that the most
feeble acccnts will always be heard wiih kindness when it is
seen tbat they proceed from the heart. [Cheers.] I, like my
honorable friend, Mr. Webster, made a point of accepting
the invitation, which was so cordially made to me, and of at¬
tending this meeting, because I know that you do not expect
in me the buttoned-up diplomatist, but the Englishman, with
open band and heart, who would tell you frankly what the
feelings and thoughts of Englishmen were. [Cheers ] I
am but a slender representative of John Bull, [laughter,]
but I am an honest and true one.[cheer*].and I can assure

you that there is not a national sentiment in my mind that
does not sympathize with your feelings at this solemn anni¬
versary. It is not merely that the moral influence of the
small island of my birth will probably be carried by the event
which we are now commemorating, by the ways of plenty and
along the paths of peace, further than the name of Rome was
ever borne by heT crimson eagles, amidst the horrors of war
and the devastations of conquest! [Applause.] It is also
because this event is imperishably connected with that memo¬
rable epoch, from the great thoughts and deeds of which has
been distilled the spirit which yet burns in the breasts of my
countrymen, and justifies the pride which I feel in having
their principles spread and their renown diffueed throughout
the world. [Applause.] I mean the apirit of Liberty, which,
then created, baa been refined and purified by subsequent
time and care from the grosser and more turbulent elements
which might have been at first mixed with it. [Applause.]
It was at the gloomy dawn of that eventful struggle which
bad shortly afterwards to decide whether the House of Stuart
should be absolute, or the people of Eogland should be free.
It was in the reign of James.a little after Villiers had risen
into favor, Coke bad been disgraced, and Raleigh beheaded,
and a little before the time at which the Parliament met, in
which John Hampden, the young squire of Buckinghamshire,
first took his seat amidst that band of patriots, whose coun¬
cils he was soon to direct by bis wisdom and animate by bis
courage.that there might have been seen a solitary barque
taking its adventurous way across tbe broad water* ol tbe At¬
lantic ; that barque was freighted with nineteen families, who
asked no other recompense for their paat aufferinga and pre¬
sent daring but a home.a home.somewhere.anywhere,
in which they could live and die without violanog the dictates
of their conscience. [Applause ]After some peril and many disappointments, the sacred ves¬
sel at last entered a shallow bay, the extended arma of which
seemed to welcome its spprosch and invite its stay. The an¬
chor was dropped.the home which the wanderers had been
seeking lay before them. But, as my honorable friend
(Mr. Webster) stated, cold blew tbe wind, barren was the
shore, and not far distant might have been seen, through the
bare branches of surrounding woods, the dark figure of the
Indian, in whose savage neighborhood the hamlet could hardly
hope to sleep in peace, or the husbandman to labor in aecurity.
There are few instances in history of men staying their foot¬
steps at so unpromising a spot. But I guess, [much applause
and laughter,] gentlemen, that your ancestors were decidedly
plucky fellows. [Laughter.]
And now, having assisted at the Pilgrims' landing, we have

only to measure the Pilgrims' progress. [Laughter and
cheers ] It may be measured in an instant by Meaara Cole¬
man and Stetson's bill of fare, which is [holding up the bill
of fare amidst great applause and laughter] aa good an instru¬
ment for such a purpore as that of any surveyor. What waa
the festival provided at the arrival of the third colony which
Cfcme out to join their Plymouth brethren ? A lobater, three
small fishes, and some spring water. It ia only necessary to
make a rule-of-three sum. What the lobster and the three
fishes and tbe spring water were to the dinner they had jostbeen eating, waa the condition of New England at the time
that tbe Pilgrims landed to the condition of New E< gland at
the time at which I am speaking, [applause.] And in thia I
have not told tbe whole story.the fish were bought, and not
caught; along the whole coast there was not at that time .
single line, or a hook, or a net. Hear this, ye gentlemen of
New Bedford, Irom whose port now issue forth aix hundred
sail of ships, manned by sixteen thousand seamen, to captureand monopolize the capture of the greatest monaters of (he
deep. [Applause and laughter ] I could pu'aoe this sub
ject, gentlemen, to an indefinite length ; but what can I saytbat you do not know/ [Great laughter] Yes; you all
know that in 1630 the whole of New England contained but
300 white inhabitants, a number whicb, in a century after-
wards, had increased to 160,000, and may at thia day be
given at nearly three milliona. You all know that tbe capi¬tal of New Eog'and. in 1720, contained 12,000 mhabitanu <
in 1820, 43,000 ; in 1830, 78,000; and in 1860, Ift6,000.
[Applause ] You all know that Boaton, in 1789, waa proud,
very proud, of two stage coaches, [much laughter,] which
employed twelve borees ; that she wae prouder still, in 1800,

of twenty five stage coaches, which employed one hundred
horses ; end that in 1847 tbeee twenty-five coeches bad been
multiplied into two hundred and fifty coaches and omnibuses,
employing one thousand six hundred border, without taking
into account seven railways, which provided daily accommo¬
dation for seven thousand peaaengera. You all know that
the first newspaper published in the coloniea was published in
1701, in thia same city of Boetoo, and (tuft a tbird newspa¬
per, published in the same town in 1721, under the title of
the yetc England Courant, could not maintain itself, though
it had very warm advocates, being aupported by the Hellfire
Club, [immense laughter ;] and you also all know that at
this moment there are in Boeton sixteen daily newspapers,
with a daily circulation of 36,000 copies, and fifty weekly
newspapers, with a weekly circulation of 223,000 j to aay
nothing of semi weekly papers and semi-monthly papera, and
monthly, and quarterly, and annual publication. [ Applause. 1
As to your schools, it is quite useleaa for me to say a word
about them, after what haa been ao well said by my honorable
fiiend who has preceded me, (Mr. Prescott.) It would also
be superfluous in me to launch out into eulogy on that cele¬
brated university, the genial daughter of my own " Alma
Malcr," [applauae, ] to which all the youth from the various
quarters of thia great confederation resort, and in which all,
as 1 understand, are formed

** For Virtue'a nobler view.
By precept, and example too."

I say little or nothing of these things.you are acquaintedwith ihem all; but I muat bring one intereating circumatance,
less generally underaiood, before your attention, viz. that the
improvement in teaching, in travelling, in newspaper-making,
and population-getting, ia nothing to that which is taking
place in witchcraft. [Laughter.] Thia is a fact. In 1654
there could only be found, throughout the whole ofNew Eng¬
land, one miaerable witch, by name Ann Hibbina{ and she
was old, ugly, and cross, and therefore naturally enough
burnt, [Isugbter,] on the plea that she bad gueaced, [laughter
and applause].your folks are rather given to shrewd gueee-
ing.a little loo correctly that her ill deeda, worda, and looka
were the subject of the maledictory comment of two of her
neighbors. Now, in 1650, gentlemen, there are in New
England thousands of femalea notorioua for their witchery,
and who, instead of being aged, loathaome, and repulaive, are

young, lovely, and attractive.[laughter and cheers].witches
who, instead of being committed to the flames, go about in¬
flaming others, [laughter,] and thia with the moat perfect
impunity, [laughter and cbeera;] though they are perfectly
well aware that they themselves and their charms are the daily,
hourly, conatanl subject of conversation to all who have the

Eairiful pleaaure of being acquainted with them. [Laughter.]
lut it ia not only for the triumphs of beauty that New Eng¬

land is now famous. If the ivied chaplet ia still the classic
meed of letters, may not Lowell and Longfellow, Ticknor and
Bryant place it on their brow ? If the laurel belonga to those
who worthily narrate as well aa to thoae who perform great
deeds, has it not been nobly gained by Sparkr, Bancroft, and
Prescott ? [Cheers. ] If a high and honorable reputation is
the natural reward of varied acquirements and brilliant elo¬
quence, has it not been as justly won, as it is modestly worn,
by the accomplished Everett ? [Loud cheering.] If the
golden days of republican commerce are again to revive, and
the Medici of America to vie in enterpuse and munificence
with those of Florence, may I not inscribe upon the list of
your lordly merchants the names of Griswold, Grinnell, and
Perkins, of Appleton snd Lawrence ? And if you, gentle¬
men, are all anxious to possees the portrait of the finished
gentleman and perfect Senator, is there any one more fi: to
sit for the picture than the descendants of that distinguished
Governor who enjoyed the double honor of having contributed
to the first school and furnished at bis own expense the first
barque which belonged to that State of which your Wmthrop.
our Winthrop.is the actual representative1? [Great ap¬
plause.] And if I extend my inquiry still further ; if I wish
to discover a man whose young imagination was ripened
amongst the solitary acenes of border life, and whose manly
judgment was formed amidst the daily and active business of
great communities, can you not point out to me such a man.
one whose eloquence is poetry held in chains by reason '

whose statesmanship is philosophy reduced to practice ? [im¬
mense applause;] who stands second to none of America's
children.I should say superior to all, if the tall and venera¬
ble figure of an absent friend did not rise up before me.
whose star abines from the West, as yours, sir, [bowing to
Mr. Webster,] fills the East of that hemisphere, radiant on
all sides with intellectual light. [Three cheers ]

Gentlemen, you have heard the toast which was given to

you :

41 Old England and Young America : Bound together by
4 a common language and a common lineage.May they be
4 still more firmly united by the ties of interest and mutual
4 good will."
Most cordially and sincerely do I reciprocate to this toast.

Allow me to say, I look upon this rock of New Plymouth
(pointing to the representation in sugar on the table) as a

chip of the old block of Old England. [Applause.] Your
parents had characterises which are, I think, still traceable
in their offspring, [applause;] nay, your toast tells me that
the magnetic influence of a common origin is not yet extinct
between them; and this is true. You honor our great men j
at this day as we honor yours. Never can I forget, when
but recently I stood mourning with you by the grave of the
gallant Taylor, how sincerely you shed with me the sympa¬
thizing tear over the fate of the illustrious Peel! [Great ap¬
plause.] Well do we know (you will say, perhaps, we have
reason to know) your great warriors ou aea and shore. But
the glorious words and deeda of Nelson were not unknown to
the one,« and I have myself beard from the other, that in those
conflicts in which they lately gained immortal glory, the name
and fame of the veteran warrior, who has borne the old stand¬
ard of Marlborough and Wolfe aloft, and triumphant, through
a hundred fighta, more than once rushed to their recollection,
and forecast over their hearts the glorious shadow of coming
victory. [Applause. ] Gentlemen, I respond to your toast;
I love your land, and with your land I cannot but on this day
connect that plain and simple sect which has had so great an

influence on the character of your people.. I do not follow
their ritual, but I revere their history it standa forth as one

of the loftiest among tbe many monumenta which attest the truth
of that great Christian moral: ^4 The proud ahall be abastd,
tbe humble exalted." [Cheers.] It convinces us, if at this
day we wanted to be convinced, that it is not the mere will of
arbitrary Princes nor the vain bull of arrogant Pontiff* that
can lay prostrate the independence of the human mind. All
assumption only breeds resistance, as all persecution only
makes martyrs. [Applause.] Who, indeed, at the period
to which this day recalls us, were the mighty of the earth ?
On the throne of England then sat a prince juatly proud.
if pride could ever rest apon sound foundations.of the triple
crown which had recently become his family inheritance. In
France tbe sceptre was held in the hands of a still haughtier
race, which ruled with supreme authority over the most gal¬
lant and chivalrous people in the world. Wbat has become
of the illustrious lines of these two royal houses.of that of
the sovereign who gloried in the 44 non-conformity bil!," or
that of those sovereigns amongst whose deeds are recorded
the massacre of 8t. Bartholomew and tbe revocation of the
edict of Nantes ? The crown of the Stuarts has melted into
air in the one kingdom ; tbe sceptre of tbe Bourbons has been
shattered to atoms in the other. But here, on this spot where
I am speaking* still stands, erect and firm, the pilgrim's staff.
[Cheers. ] From the bruised seed of the poor and persecuted
Puritan has arisen one of tbe most powerful and prosperous em¬
pires in the world. Let that which ia a warning unto others
be a lesson unto you. <

Remember that wbecr your Pilgrim Fatbe.1 s first started for
the American shores they trusted themselves to two vessels ;
the one boasted in tbe proud name of Speedwell, tbe other
had tbe gentle appellation of the Mayflower. Which arrived
first at its destination ? The vaunting Speedwell waa ob¬
liged to put into port, while tbe modest Mayflower dashed
gallantly across the ocean. [Applause ] You were simple
and unpretending in tbe day ofyoor weakness; be never vain
or srrogant in the day of your strength. You were superior
to your adversity j you have only to be equal to your pros¬
perity. [Great Applause.] And if you ever wish to know the
principal cause ofthe proud position you have already achieved,
you may look for it confidently among .the trials and difficul¬
ties through which you have passed. Jfes, if you have made
your country, believe me it is no less true that your country
baa made you. [Applause and laughter.] There, indeed, is
tbe distinguishing peculiarity of the two nation*. It ia true
that you have a republican form of government; and that I
would shed the last drop of my blood to preserve the preroga¬
tives of a beloved sovereign, within the sanctuary of wboee
honored privileges I see best preserved the liberties of myself
and fellow-subjects. [Cheers.] But whatever may be tbe
separate polity of our two constitutions, one thing is certain :

they are not tbe work of chsnce, theory, or imitation, but
firmed upon tbe hard anvil of patient fortitude.by tbe oft-
repeated and well tempered atroke of practical experience.
[Great applause.] In this circumstance lies the secret of that
tranquillity and power which we both enjoy. If valor and
learning could alone form a free and atrong government, it
might have been planted and be at this day enjoyed in
thoee neighboring States to which yoo, sir, alluded, [to
Mr. Webster,] founded as colonies by the majesty of
ancient Spain, and which are now denominated republics.
If wit, ingenuity, philoeophy, and tbe spirit of a noble
chivalry sufficed to estsbl'sh such a Government firmly, we

should be relieved from the feats with which we sometimes
watch the tremulous position of civil authority in that coun¬

try which we all admire and love, and with which tbe peace
and civilization of Europe are so inseparable connected. [Ap¬
plause.] If metaphysical lore, honest and great designs, the
general diffusion of education, and the profound stody of
military tactics coold fit a people at once for such a govern¬
ment, we should not be perplexed by the varying accounts
which each packet brings us from the ancient Germany, in
whoee fate, as Anglo-Saxons, we cannot but feel the deepest
interest. [Applause. ] Bui, gentlemen, I grieve, whilst I
rejoice to say that it is amidst the general confusion of crude
experiment*, terrible uno riaintiee, mystic dreams, and ripen¬
ing convulsions, that alone and aingly ie to be eeen towering
tW common Genius of Albion and of Albion's tranestlantic
children. No tempest, raised in the boated atmosphere of

fantastic theory, cloud* her brow { no blood, spilt in civil
butchery, bedaub* her garment* 5 no popon*, corroding the
principle* of public and domestic morality, tear her vital*. He-
ran* and undisturbed ah* move* onward firmly. Trad* and
agriculture *trew her way with plenty , law and religion marchin her van 1 order *nd freedom frilow her footstep*. [Ap-
plauae ] Here, at tbia solemn moment, wbilat pouring out our
libations to th* sacred memory of oar sainted father*.here I
invoke that Genius to biee* the union of our kindred race* ; to
keep ateadfaat in our heart* the pleasant recollection* of tbe
past, to blend gratefully in our minda the noble aspiration* of
the future, to hallow in one breadth the twin altars we will
raiae in common t i Memory and Hope !.to " Old England
and Young America."

Enthusiastic cheering followed, the band playing "God
aave the Queen !"

Letters were read from President Fillmore, Mr.
Hancroft, Washington Hunt, Rufus Choate,
and others, who had been invited, but were unable
to attend.

OFFICIAL.

Report of Prof. A. D. Bache, Superintendent U.
S. Coast Survey, to the Secretary of the Trea-
sury, in relation to the Rivers and Islands be¬
tween Monterey and the Columbia River.

Coabt Survey Office, December 18, 1850.
81* : I have the honor to communicate a fourth hydro-

graphical notice relating to the Western Coaat of the United
8tatea, containing a description of the islands and river* be¬
tween the harbor of Monterey and the mouth of the Columbia
river, by Lieut. Commanding W. P. McAiitbcii, U. 8. N.
and aaaiatant in the Coaat Survey. 1 would respectfully re¬

quest authority for its publication.
Very respectfully, yours, A. D. BACHE,

Supt. U. S. Coaat Survey.
Hon. Thomas Corwin,

Secretary of the Treasury.

Report of Lieut. Com'ng W. P. McArthur to
Prof. A. D. Bache, Superintendent of the Coaat Survey,
communicating a description oj the lslanda and Rivers
between the harbor of Monterey and the mouth of the
Columbia River.

THE FARRALLONES.
There are no island*, properly so called, between Monterey

and the mouth of the Columbia river. Those most deserv¬
ing the name are the " Farrallones," a group of detached
islets off the harbor of San Franciaco. They lie in a north¬
west and southeast direction from each other, and form two
groups.the northwestern and southeastern. The diatance
from the extreme northwestern to the extreme aoutheaatern
islet is twelve miles. In the whole group there are seven which
appear above water. Tbe southeast islet is the largest of the
group, and is distant from the fort at the mouth of the harbor
twenty-eight miles, and beara from the fort south 68° west
true. This islet is about 150 or 200 feet high, and on the
southeast side there is an anchorage in eleven fatboma water,
hard (probably rocky) bottom. It is tolerably aheltered from
the northwest wind and sea.

In order to distinguish between the northwest and south¬
east groups, it is only necessary to obsei ve that the northwest
group shows three rocks, of nearly the same sixe, lying nearly
east and west from each other, nearly a mile apart, and send-
iog off a reef to the eastward of about one mile in extent.

About one-third tbe distance from the southeast Farrallone
there are 41 fathoms water, Band, and mud. The soundinga
gradually diminish until up with the bar off the mouth of the
harbor. The deepest water on tbe bar is seven fathoms,
(hard, sandy bottom,) and the best range for croaaing tbe
bar ia to have tbe Fort Point and Alcatras Island in range.

I consider that the southeast Farrallone is an important land¬
mark in making the harbor of San Francisco, and have al¬
ready recommended that a lighthouae be placed on it.
The situation of the remaining rocks, islets, and reefs are

sufficiently defined in the reconnoisaance chart.
RIVERS.

The important rivers between San Francisco and the Co¬
lumbia are perhaps sufficiently well defined on the reconnois-
tance chart, as far as latitude and longitude are concerned.

Eel River..There are |nine feet water on the bar at the
mouth of tbia river. The entrance is very narrow, and the
swell so high generally as to render it difficult and dangerous
for sailing vessels. Steamers might enter and depart without
difficulty.

Humboldt River..The entrance to this bay is half a mile
in width between the breakers. There are eighteen feet wa¬
ter on tbe bar atmean low water.

The Klamath.On the bar of this river there are seven¬
teen feet water at mean low water. The channel is so
narrow and the current so strong that I c'eem it unsafe for
sailing vessels. Steamers are required to make this river
useful.

Rogue's River..This river has ten feet water on the bar
at the mouth at mean low water, but it is too narrow for
sailing vessels, as there is scarcely room to turn in the channel.

The Coaquilla River is not available for any thing larger
than email boats and canoef.

The Kowes..This river was not so closely examined, but,
to judge by appearances at the mouth, I do not hesitate to
express the opinion that it will be found to be available and
very useful for steamers.

The Vmpqua..A. crossed the bar of this river in the se¬

cond cutter in fourteen feet water, and passed into three
fatboms on the inside of the bar, the rollers breaking at the
time all the way across the channel. The channel, in my
opinion, is practicable for steamers, but dangerous to sailing
vtssels, unless under very favorable circumstances.
The remaining rivers to the northward can only be entered

by smill boats, except, perhaps, the "Yaquenna," which
might be enteied by vessels of a larger class.

In making my report with regard to the navigation of these
rivers, I beg leave to be considered as only giving my opinion,
unless in case where I mention particularly the depth of
water; then, of course, I speak authoritatively. I would re¬

commend, however, an early and detailed examination of
all; and for this purpose a steamer is indispensable.

All of which is respectfully submitted by your obedient
servant, WM. P. McARTHUR,

Lieut. Com'g and Assistant U. S. Coast Survey.
To Prof. A. D. Bachr,

Sup't V. S. Coast Survey, Washington.
SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED 8TATE8.

Fridat, December 27, 1850.
No. 22. J. Kennedy's heirs and representative* vs. 8. E.

Collin*. Appeal from the Circuit Court United 8tate* for Ala¬
bama. Mr. JusticeGniiR delivered the opinion of this Court,
affirming the decree of the raid Circuit Court with thi* addi¬
tion, 44 that the master, in taking an account of the rents,
profits, and sales, shall allow tbe amount paid Inerarity on his
claim against the estate of J. Collins," and remanding this
cause to be proceeded with fa conformity to the opinion of
this Court.

'

No*. 36 and 138. The town of East Hartford, plaintiff in
error, vs. The Hartford Bridge Company. Tbe argument of I
this cause was continued by Messrs. Parsons and Baldwih
for the defendant in error, and concludcd by Mr. Toucet for
the plaintiff in error.

Adjourned to Monday, 11 o'clock A. M.

THOMPSON'S LIFE PRESERVER will effectually
cure Croup, Whooping Cough, Coughs and Colds, and

diseases of the Lungs generally.
Thousands of certificates for cures effected in the above

cases can be seen in the circular* accompanying the medicine.
Aa a purifier of the blood it stands far ahead ot all the sarsapa*rilla preparations in use. Try it, and it will speak for itaelfc

Prepared only by Z. D. k W. H. GILMAN.
For lale by T. W. Dyott k Son, Philadelphia 5 Coulson &

Co., Baltimore; and by druggists generally throughout the
United States. oct 3.tf
HE PHILADELPHIA ART UNION, I860, will
make its distribution on the 3t*t instant. Subscription!

received till Saturday night, the 28th, by
TAYLOR k MAURY,

dec «8 Booksellers, near 9th st.
The beautiful engraving of "Mercy's Dream,"by Hunt¬

ington, for the subscribers, can be aeen at Taylor k Maury'a.

LEE*BURG ACADEMY.This institution is situated
in the quiet and pleasant village of Leeaburg, in the midst

of an intelligent and moral community, in one of the healthiest
as well at most beautiful sections of Virginia. The building,
furnished with convenient school rooms and a large lecture
room, is equalled by few in elegance and adaptedness to its
purposes. There is also a sufficient and well-selected appa¬
ratus for public lectures and the use of the school.
The trustees have plaoed the institution under the direction

cf Messrs. S. H. Marsh, A. M., and J. W. Maui, A. B.5
and, in confidence of their ability and experience, would call
the attention of parents to the many and great advantages that
it possesses aa a place where their sons can gain a thorough
mental training and acquire a knowledge of those departments
of science of importance in practical lite.
The academic year of ten months is divided into two terms,

the one comm.ncing on tbe first Monday of September, the
other on the first Monday ot February. The tuition fee, in
the classical department, is $16.66 per term. In the English
department, $10. Half the tuition in the latter is paid by the
trustees from a fund at their disposal.
Board ean be obtained in town in pleasant families for about

$50 per term.
TRUSTEE8.

John Jann«y, F. W. Luckett,
C. G. Eskridge, Burr W. Harriaon,
Win. H. Gray, D. G. Smith,
Wm. A. Powell, Chaa. L. Powell,
Thos. P. Knox, H. T. Harrison,
Geo.Lee, A. S. Tebb*|
Wm. B. Tyl«r, Jos. Birkby,

dec II.6wep

OBSTRUCTIONS TO WESTERN NAVIGATION.
To the BdUon of the National Intelligencer.

LouiariiLi, Decxmbik 13, 1850.
Oimi*i* : You have always advocated liberal appro¬

priations for the removal of obatruetiooa in the Western
rivers, but probably never knew their fall extent. Please
publish the encloaed enumeration of a part.
The losses^f the people of the West by these snags, and

in lime, insurance, life, delays, aod inconveniencea, have,
perhaps, exceeded in amount the value of all the slaves that
«*«r escaped from the South to the north of Mason and
Dixon's line.
On the narrow strip of seaboard the obstructions to navi¬

gation have been in process of removal, and there have been
enormous drafts on tba Treasury to the last three quaiters of
. century, and notwithstanding all that has there been done,
e cunnot get as Urge an appropriation for the improvement

p
* "ntinu°u, navigable ,tream of three thousand miles, from

Pittsburg to New Orleans, . has been al*orbed in some of

*TJn?Ut anJ °y,ler cre®ks that run into the ocean.

ihn» ;»eB,|i and that soon, you may rely
11 wi remembered here after the centus of 1860.

r.O. T. ...J"""- &-

JZQK,LTZ.lS.'m,a2 H,ver »'=twieN C.I-
. I ,

W.KAN8..We hare often referred to

vJl/v buL8U0r,lf|lrU?ti0°j 'he g"*' °f <hi»
valley, but, until a few days since ~e

their full extent; end we now mora *KBn ever wonJcr iK
°f °"r ..d.,

gence of the Government, and the madnaM nf r

representatives as have opposed the prZTd .

" °Ur

for our relief. The number of .teambo^paslUETv
every point between Cairo and New OrteJTwffl
^rrnK *"d tWeDt7, Tbe bo*U ^ their freights
wi I doubtless average over $40,000 each.or altogether Jver
half a million of dollara. Tbe crewa and passengers would
exceed a thousand. Every obstruction or peril within the
points named Is a daily obstruction and peril to half a million
nr . u i

° ProPer,y» »nd 10 . thousand persons.
Of all the dangers to which a boat is liable, that of running

Pr0ba.b,jr the wor,t- A ledge of rocks could to
avoided, because its place is always the same. The aand
bars are changing, to be sure, but the boat that grounds on a
Ur can generally be got off with a risejp the river, and there
s no danger of life, and but little loJT of property. But
these snsgs are sometimes above water and aomeumes below .

°ne P ,C® ,od *OBaetim<M "» snother. N° care
is sufficient to guard against them.no strength of material is
sufficient to resist them.
How many of these boat piercers are there, think you,

Western voters, between Cairo and New Orleans > Six .

more. Sixty, more. Six hundred; not enough. Six
thousand; at least. Think of that, gentlemen Representa¬
tives, who vote for the interests ol this valley in Congress !
8ix thousand hidden and half-hidden property and life de¬
stroyers bn the great highway of six millions of people !
Your constituents have been risking their lives and estates
over and through these dangers, while you have been nicked
by Massachusetts on die one side, and by 8oulh Carolina on
the other, when by a united vote you had the power at any
moment to silence tbe ultraisms of each party, and then to

rer? a P®" of the money paid by your constituents
into the 1 reasnry for purposes most essential to their welfare.
We have placed the number of these snags at six thousand,

or six to the mile, which is less than the average estimate of
the pilots and captains from whom we have sought for infor¬
mation on the subject. The worst places are stated to be the
following :

,

"louth of Ohio ; bead of Island No. 1, head
of Wolf Island ; bend below Hickman ; Island No. 10; Red¬
ding s Point, Island No. 14; Island No. 18, Needham's
Cut-off; foot of No. 25 , Plum Point bend , Island No. 34 ,
Is and No. 37; Paddy's Hen and Chickens; St. Francis

. £rP nd 5 Horse-shoe Cut-off; head of No. 66 ;
i>o. 67 ; No. 68 ; foot of No. 69, as the Pilot of the Bos-
tona says, a perfect "deadening," No. 74, foot of No.
L IC,h,cott Princeton; Bank's Cut-off; No. 78,
Fairchild s Island, Cowper's Point, Natchea, Glascock's
island; t ort Adams.

Thirtysix of these dangerous places were named to us by
one of the most experienced pilots on the river as unsafe for
navigation at all times, and almost impassable at night. We
may have misspelled some of the names, and some we have
omitted as our pencil memoranda weie indistinct.

It is said that at some of these places the snags have so

accumulated, and are so near each other, that a boat of the
largest class can barely pass through them, and that we are
at every moment subject to the entire stoppage of navigation.

j'M° 1,6 done } anJ °n« «> stupid as to suppose
that individuals or separate States will remove these dangers }
Missouri, Arkansas, and Mississippi are strong Democratic

ates. Has there been in the Legislature of either a single
proposition to do this work f Has a single Democratic rep¬
resentative ever dared to propose to increase tbe taxes in his
Slate for this purpose ? Every body knows that if the ob¬
structions are ever removed the work must be done by the
weneral Government, and every body ought to know that
the navigation of tbe river is now as bad as when tbe first
broad-horn ' descended the river.
In a conversation, a few days since, with one of our De¬

mocratic Representa'ives in Congress, remarked that he
had voted against the river and harbor tiQ^ecause of the groM
injustice of the division between the two, that millions were
devoted to the harbors and thousands to the rivers, that tbe
Eastern members made a great show of. liberality towards us,
>ut sunk every ark of our relief by the amount of weight
thrown on it.

1 his may be, and we are often half inclined to believe that
these seaboard members of Congress have no objection to the
entire obstruction of our river commerce in order to build up
the railroads connectirg this valley with the seaboard cities.
If this is the game, our Representatives should oppose every
appropriation for a lighthouse, breakwater, buoy, or chart
from Enstport toPensacola.
We call on our people who have to peril life and property .

on our great rivers to give their Representatives no peace until
our grievances in this respect are redressed.

Our present Chief Magistrate bas no constitutional scruples
on this subject, and can see no greater reason for removing a

ledge of rock in the Delaware than a snag in the Mistissippi,
and, if our members of Congress will talk a little less about
abstract principles and act in concert for the substantial inte¬
rests of their constituents, we may, in a year or two, be able
to travel to New Orleans on a steamboat without the necessity
of settling up our affairs and making a will before our start.

Air Awrn Explosion..A short time since there was in
one of the Western 8tates an inflammable gas spring, situated
within a few rods of what was known as " the canal,"
though it bad long since lost its proper title to that appella¬
tion, and was liule more-than a stagnant ditch. By par¬
tially submerging a tube, contracted at the upper end, in the
waters of this spring, and applying a light to the aperture, a

beautiful clear flame could be produced, which would con¬

tinue until the tube was removed. A gentleman who was
about to become a purchaser of the estite embracing tba spot
whence the gas emsnated, and who was probably most pro¬
foundly ignorant of the glorious science of chemistry, con¬
cluded to make an experiment. He accordingly piocured a

hogshead, open at one end, which he placed directly over the
spring in an inverted position, sinking the edges to a depth
sufficient to prevent the gas from esraping. Thia done, be
waited a while until he imagined the hogshead to be suffi¬
ciently charged, and then, philosophically seating himself
astride the top, he leisurely bored a gimlet hole through the

? , j
"pplled a U«hted <*ndle thereto. The cffect, though

a little different from what he bad anticipated, was withal of
a most remarkable and astounding character. A terrific ex¬
plosion ensued, and dire was the result thereof.
A farmer who was hoeing in a neighboring field rushed to

the spot, but on arriving at the scene of disaster all traces of
the explosion had disappeared. The ground indted for some
distance around the spring was rent and torn, but the hapless
cause of thia tremendous convulsion wss missing. Finally
the honest rustic espied a pair of red-topped boots protiuding
from the waters of the canal, at some little distance, which on
examination were found to contain the nether members ap¬
pertaining to the insensible and almo.t defunct bodyoftha
would-be philosopher. With the assistance ol some frienda
who had already reached the apot, and by the aid of a stout

rope, he waa rescued from his miry bed, and conveyed to hia
home " a sadder anJ a wiser man."

Moral. May his fata prove a warning to us all not to
meddle with the matters pertaining to a science with which
we are not familiar.

"iw'l'j IeMrninK '. * dangerous thing,
Urink deep, or taste not the Pierian spring."

[ Boston Journal.

/hoom FOR 1M1«.Chriitmai Sto-
nes for Good Children, 94 eents.

Christmas Shadows, a tale of the Poor Needle Women, I
volume, with numerous steel engravings, $1.

Cluistmas Blossoms and New Yew's Wreath, by Uncle
1 nomas, a juvenile souvenir, $1.25.

Little Annie's Speller, illustrated with engravings, 25 cts.
i rue Stories from History and Biography, by Nathaniel

Hawthorne, I volume, 75 eents.
'

Rhymes for the Nursery, by tbe author of Original Poems,
1 volume, 25 eents.

Tales, translated from the Danish, 1 volume, with illustra¬
tions, 37 cents.
The Good Child's Library, in easy verse, illustrated in oil

colors, 37 eents.
Winter Evenings, or TalesofTravellers, 1 volume, 75 cts.
And many other new juvenile books too numerous for an

advertisement; also, new editions of many of the standsrd old
ones; Juvenile Annuals for 1851, Albums, Drawing Books,
Porfolios, fee.

1 «» FRANCK TAYLOR.


